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The Influence of Information Characteristics and Organization
Mode on the Reception of Audience via Health
Communication Perspective :

A Study of Cervical Cancer Prevention

Ran Hua ,Geng Shupei( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; The framing of media health communication issues and its information design influence the in-
dividual health attitudes and behaviors to different degrees. Cervical cancer is a major killer of women’ s
health , however, its prevention and screening methods have long been ignored by most people. This study, ba-
sing on the persuasive effects theory,through the online random experiment method , takes the health commu-
nication of cervical cancer prevention as an example. It focuses on different degree of fear appeals( Low/High
Threat Intensity ) of media information and the influence of different types of information ( Narrative/Statistical
Evidence) to the female audiences’ perception of fear effectiveness and positive prevention intention. The ex-
perimental results show that high threat intensity information has a more significant effect on improving the
audience’ s perception of disease fear effectiveness compared to low- threat information, but this does not
mean that simply increasing the information threat intensity can bring more positiveing prevent willingness to
the public. Conversely, low-threat statistical information can increase individual’ s willingness to prevent even
more than a high-threat narrative message that leads to higher fear effectiveness. The experiment pointed out
that the individual disease fear perception and prevention effectiveness will not be affected by a single factor,
but also by the interaction of threat intensity, evidence types and other information organization forms.

Key Words: media health communication ; cervical cancer prevention; persuasive effect; fear appeals;

evidence types
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