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Japan’ s Modernization Model and the Trend of “Public
Opinion” in Its Official System

Zhuo Nansheng , Du Haihuai( Xiamen University )

Abstract : This year marks the 150th anniversary of the Meiji restoration in Japan. Compared with the
high-profile celebration and a series of well-planned large-scale® performances” by the Japanese government
in the“ centennial sacrifice of the Meiji restoration” (1968 ) , the Japanese government this year is extremely
low-key. However, under this low-key appearance ,the Japanese authorities are actually hiding their intention
of constitutional reform. This article reviews the background and controversy of the “ centennial sacrifice of
Meiji restoration” led by the Japanese authorities half a century ago( 1968 is the so-called era of“ dichotomy
of state theory”. “state theory” refers to the “path” and “ direction” of the country. Japan had two completely
different views on where Japan should go at that time. In short, public opinion is divided into two parts, one
side“ supports the Japan-US security treaty” and the other side® opposes the Japan-US security treaty”. The
supporters’ insistence on forming a military alliance with the United States is a potential “ constitutional a-
mendment” faction. The opposition forces are the so- called “ constitutional protection faction” and the two
forces face each other. ) and Sato’ s cabinet’ s long-term divisive strategy towards the“ anti-war camp” at that
time. (such as using textbooks and mass media,etc. ). In addition, in order to create“ public opinion” , Sato
government also planned a large- scale “ performance” . Specifically, it was the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, 1968
Meiji restoration centennial festival and 1970 Osaka world Expo. This theory points out that there is a reason
for the resurgence of today’ s“successful theory of Japan’ s modernization model”. In other words, Japan’ s
modern history, including its track of invasion of Asia, has been affirmed by advocating the success of
“Japan’ s modernization model”. At the same time, the article discusses the repackaging and promotion of
pre-war theories including“ ABCD encirclement theory” and “ modern ultra theory” in Japan’ s conservative
academic circles, the phenomenon of reproduction and even* export to domestic market” , reveals the truth
and legacy of“ Asia doctrine” , and points out that the essence of any“ Asia doctrine” originating in Tokyo can-
not be separated from the conclusion framework of“Japan is the leader of Asia”. Thus,it can be concluded
that as long as the Japanese do not give up their prewar view of history, the gap between Japan’s and Asia’ s
understanding and evaluation of history is widening rather than narrowing. And further analyze the current
low-key political agenda and“ public opinion” trend of the Japanese government.
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