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The Impact of Youth Media Use on Political Expression
Examining the Moderating Effects of Political
Knowledge and Media Trust

Zhang Mingxin , Chang Mingzhi( Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract ; Political expression is of great significance to democratic politics, and the mechanism of media
use and youth political expression, (2)the possible moderating effect of political knowledge and media trust
on the relationship between media use and political expression. The study uses the data from the " Netizens’
Social Consciousness Survey" to construct a moderating effect model of political knowledge and media trust
between media use and youth political expression. The study found that official and unofficial media use posi-
tively impact youth political expression, and unofficial media use has a greater impact on political expression.
Political knowledge and official media trust negatively affect youth political expression, while unofficial media
trust positively affects political expression. Political knowledge negatively moderates the impact of media use
on political expression. Unofficial media trust positively moderates the impact of unofficial media use on polit-
ical expression,and official media trust has no moderating effect. The conclusions of this study enrich and ex-
pand the academic understanding of the relationship between media use and political expression.

Key words : media use ; political expression ;political knowledge ; media trust
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