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The Theoretical Source and Journalistic Practice of
Production Communication :
Take the People’s Daily in Shanxi Hebei Shandong and
Henan Base Area as an Example

Zhang Huiyu( Peking University)

Abstract ; Production communication is a common type of report in the party newspaper and the party
journal , which refers to a publicity form that aims to mobilize social production and improve material output,
and presents new things about labor production and operation activities and production relations. The discus-
sion on production communication in the academic circle mainly starts from the history of the Party and the
history of news,and mainly focuses on Lenin’s discussion on production communication and the thought of e-
conomic construction. There is a lack of research on the news practice of production communication in rele-
vant Party newspapers and journals. As a way of production mobilization under the background of the " ex-
ceptional state" of war, production communication means to tap the renewable potential of rear resources and
combat readiness. The CPC is good at investigating the daily life practice of China’s backward rural base are-
as, takes the Liberation Daily and other Party newspapers and journals as communication positions and com-
bines blackboard newspapers people media forms such as doorboard newspapers to transform production com-
munication into a localized organization,a work mode and a mass mobilization mode. Taking the production
communication in the People’s Daily in Shanxi, Hebei, Shandong and Henan as an example, the study ex-

plores the three levels of production communication theoretical sources, communication characteristics and or-
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ganizational functions. First, it analyzes the theoretical source of production communication from Lenin’s news
thought and Chinese news history. Production communication is a concept put forward by Lenin when he ex-
pounded economic reports. It mainly refers to the publicity of labor production and operation activities and the
publicity of various new things in the relations of production. This emphasis on production communication has
changed the passive state that the working class cannot participate in production management and can only
engage in industrial labor in capitalist relations of production. The Party newspaper and the Party magazine
play a role in the control of workers through the publicity of the production process the intermediary function
of intervening in production. Second , it explores the news practice of the People’s Daily in Shanxi, Hebei,
Shandong and Henan on production communication from the perspective of people communication, and it
presents the media form, means of communication and organizational mechanism of production communica-
tion. People communication is the tradition of news communication formed by the CPC in the construction of
base areas. With the help of political parties, it sinks to the grass-roots level to participate in organizational
work , and mobilizes the masses to participate in communication activities through the way of organization,
self-organization and mass, with common workers as the intermediary, people and community residents as the
main body. Third, it discusses the connection and differences between production communication and devel-
opment communication,and explains the particularity and universality of this news concept in the develop-
ment of Marxist Leninist political parties. This kind of production communication, which is rooted in the na-
tional conditions,focuses more on the issues of production and survival, gives play to the hard-working wis-
dom and creativity of people in different regions of the country, and achieves development in the process of
combining politics and technology, communication and production in the way of industrious revolution and
dignity politics. This is a kind of development journalism of the third world, that is, the communication con-
cept of using communication to serve production and social development. As a form of people communica-
tion, production communication is also a process of subject shaping and political mobilization. It is not the
top-down modern enlightenment and " indoctrination" of modernization , but the masses” participation in news
production which becomes the main body of content production and changes the passive state of the audience
in mass communication. With the help of organizational communication and the people line, " the masses run-
ning newspapers'" is realized , which also makes the news practice itself with the meaning of political democ-
ratization. Therefore , production communication is a kind of development journalism with Chinese characteris-
tics and suitable for China’s national conditions.

Key words: production communication; Lenin “s journalistic thought; people communication; develop-

ment journalism
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