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Internal Integration and International Contacts.
Constructing Paths and Assessment Index of
Intercultural City in China

Zhang Chunyu( Shanghai International Studies University )
Xiao Jun( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; Grounded on the research and practices of urban communication and intercultural communi-
cation at home and abroad, along with the inspiration from the “Intercultural Cities Program” in Europe,
this paper proposes a viable path to construct intercultural cities in China, hoping to improve the internation-
al communication capability of cities. Building an intercultural city begins with recognizing and implementing
the intercultural values of diversity, equality, and inclusiveness ,and applying the intercultural dialogue ap-
proach to the city’ s international contacts and internal urban governance to promote more interactions and re-
ciprocal cooperation among diverse cultural groups, which will gradually enhance the city’ s affinity and in-
ternational reputation. In addition, this paper proposes an assessment index to evaluate the intercultural
competence of a city in China based on its internal integration and international contacts.

Key words: intercultural city ; international communication ; internal integration ; international contacts;

assessment index
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