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Chinese Cultural Image in Foreign Countries:
the '""Western Circle' Index, the '"Out of Circle' Barriers,

and the " Circle-Breaking'' Mechanism
Wang Min ,Li Yu( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; Cultural image is the international manifestation of a cultural power,and its creation is an in-
teractive process of self-shaping and other-shaping, self-interpretation and other-mirroring. The West’s Chi-
nese cultural image plays a leading role in the world, and the dissemination of Chinese cultural image in the
West is facing barriers. By investigating the cultural evaluation indicators of nine mainstream image/ reputa-
tion rankings of the " Western cultural circle” from 2008 to 2020, this study critically constructs an index
system of cultural image evaluation from the Western perspective, covering 5 primary indicators, 14 secondary
indicators and 59 tertiary indicators. By comparing the latest performance of China and Western cultural pow-
ers in each secondary index, this study uses Python 3. 6, Matplotlib toolkit,and Min-max normalization meth-
od to make multi-dimensional visualization of cultural indicator rankings , and analyze the advantages and dis-
advantages of Chinese cultural image. Among them ,there are disadvantages. First, there is an imbalance be-
tween traditional cultural heritage and modern popular culture in international communication , which leads to

" the rest on past achievements "

. Second , the construction of urban culture attaches importance to functional
value but ignores the inheritance of humanistic spirits, and the construction of international cultural brand al-
so lags behind the Western cultural powers. Third , international cultural exchanges lack " cosmopolitanism" |

" has a

and Chinese cultural atmosphere is questioned. Thus, the cross-cultural journey of " wall-breaking
long way to go. Based on this, this paper raises the theoretical model of " cultural image construction, commu-
nication and feedback" ,emphasizing that the construction and optimization of cultural image is a systematic
and long process, which needs to form a joint force from eight levels and to strengthen international cultural
exchange and communication particularly.

Key words ; cultural image ; index system ; international communication ;story of China;culture '
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