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Earthbound China in ""Kwai'' ; Media Representation and
Life Performance of Rural Youth

Xu Jing ,Wang Tiantian( Xi’ an Jiaotong University )

Abstract ; This research focuses on rural youths who use " Kwai" to present and disseminate their daily
lives. Through participatory observation and in-depth interviews, this article explores how this group repro-
duces and reshapes the behavioral characteristics of rural daily life and personal identity through the " Kwai"
platform. This research attempts to reveal the following two issues:first, the types and characteristics of rural
youth users on the " Kwai" platform and the specific performance of their communication practices ; second ,
the rural youths ~ effort and identification process of self-evaluation and self-identity contained in the above
practices. The research found that there are obvious differences between the use behavior of young users of "
Kwai" in the "head" and "long-tail" villages. The content of the presentation involves the daily life, unique
personality and interpersonal relationship expression of rural youths. In this process, rural youths use "
Kwai" to reshape the rural social image, disseminate and reproduce the communication behavior of rural cul-
ture, so that the contemporary rural image and its values have been recognized by more people, and further
confirmed the identity of the rural youth. The above-mentioned relationship between daily life-media presen-
tation and the identity remodeling" has become an identity mechanism for rural youth groups to confirm their
identity.

Key words : Kwai ; rural youth ; media presentation ;life performance ;urban and rural identity reshaping
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