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Research on the Reconstruction and Mechanism of ''Big loudspeaker"

In Rural Areas under the Background of Media Convergence
Zhang Xuelin( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; In recent years, the comprehensive revival of traditional village " big loudspeaker" in the form
of "cun cun xiang" emergency broadcast is a particularly noticeable new phenomenon. Taking Y street in X
county , Hunan Province as a representative case, this study made an in-depth analysis and explanation of the
process, logic and mechanism of rural " big loudspeaker" reconstruction based on qualitative research meth-
ods such as in-depth interviews and participatory observation. The research found that in the face of the dis-
connection between the information supply of the urban-centric big media and the rural social demand, the
rural loudspeaker has become a small medium for rural self-management and governance of local demands.
Therefore , the loudspeaker with the village as the basic unit, has become an appropriate media rooted in the
countryside and a political information communication tool for grassroots governance. The reconstruction of
rural loudspeakers responds to the strong national transformation and the demand for the modernization of
farmers” life, rebuilds the authority of rural governance, and improves the rural governance and grass-roots
governance capacity. Therefore , the publicity of national policy needs to adopt different communication strate-
gies and mechanisms according to the difference of urban-rural dual social structure. Then, the integrated de-
velopment of county-level media should not ignore the information dissemination function of the rural loud-
speaker and should build a suitable media environment appropriate to rural development.

Key words: big loudspeaker ; emergency broadcast; media convergence ; national governance ; rural gov-

ernance
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