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Young Engels’ Press Activities and Ideas of Journalism &
Communication:
The History of Engels’s Editing Work for the German Publisher
Verlag Klett-Cotta

Chen Lidan(Renmin University of China)

Abstract : In the history of journalism practice of Marxist, the press activities of young Engels should be an indispensable
beginning period which is full of practice and energetic thoughts. Based on the latest materials, this paper argues that Engels has

written for “Morgenblatt fiir gebildete Leser” and “Allgemeine Zeitung”, both of which are published by the Germany’ s largest

publishing house Verlag Klett—Cotta, around his age of 20, and sort out Engels’ journalism professional ideas at that time.
There are four findings as follows.

The first, Engels expressed his earliest time—space theory of communication by a series of reports about steamers being used
for European and American traffic. Through his coverage of the circulation of Plattdeutsch, Engels also expressed his earliest
thought about the relationship between communication and language.

The second, Engels kept to the impartial rules in commercial journalism consciously. When Engels wrote for the literature pe—
riodical “Telegraph f i r Deutschland”, he stopped his writing once there’ s no shared ideological concepts. It s the same when it
comes to the commercial Verlag Klett—Cotta. Though authors’ opinions were allowed to be expressed in the coverage, he got accus—
tomed to impressing his readers with impartiality by representing opposing views evenly.

The third, Engels had a clear sense of news value. Obviously, he took entertainment, culture and knowledge into consideration
when he wrote for the citizen newspaper “Morgenblatt fiir gebildete Leser”. However, the factors of news value became the only
standard to decide the facts since he wrote for the national newspaper “Allgemeine Zeitung”, as a result, almost every piece of his
news had social impact.

The fourth, Engels held a strong concept of timeliness in news. Bremen, where Engels lived then, located in the northwestern
plain of Germany, while the newspaper editorial department of Verlag Klett—Cotta located in the southwestern plateau. As Carriage
was the main transportation between these two places, at that time, news timeliness was measured by a ten or fifteen—day unit, but
Engels had already taken a single day as the unit.

Keywords: young Engels; Allgemeine Zeitung; Morgenblait { ii r gebildete Leser; news values; news timeliness; time-space

theory of communication
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