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From “Family-State-World” to “Society-Media-State” .
The Evolution of Death Politics

Zhang Kun & Wang Chuangye
(Hua Zhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: The Chinese have many taboos about death, in China, people try to separate death from the private space via
various ways, but it doesn’t stop the power disciplining the dead and society, and constantly pulls it back into public space. In
the classical period, with the help of the order of “family-state-world” , power discipline the death from the system of “entity”,
the law as well as the ethical and moral aspects of the “theory of Heaven and destiny”, and politicized death, making death
present in the public domain. In modern times, the order of “family-state-world” was destructed, and after the concept of
nation-state was introduced, the society and the state became new poles, and the media connected the relationship between the
state and society, especially in China. The new order of “society-media-state” has been established. At this time, the death of
ethics and morality was abolished by scientific discourse, funeral and burial reform. The power began to withdraw and hide from
the front stage, but the power politicized the death under the cover of the media and made it return to the public space again.

Keywords: family-state-world; society-media-state; death politics; public space
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