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Rural Subjectivity and Peasant Cultural Self-Confidence .
The Meanings of Rural Spring Festival Shows

Zhao Yuezhi, Gong Weiliang ( Communication University of China)

Abstract: Rural Spring Festival shows have in recent years become a notable public cultural phenomenon. Centering on
rural subjectivity and the cultural self-confidence of Chinese peasants and drawing upon three years of field research in Lishui,
Zhejiang, this article analyzes this phenomenon in terms of the following four dimensions: the significance of rural China’s
cultural resurgence in the Internet-plus era, the regenerative inner dynamics of rural culture and the cultural creativity of Chinese
peasants, the prominent place of women and children in staging these shows from the perspective of social development and
gender emancipation, and the party-state’s role in rejuvenating rural culture and reestablishing cultural leadership in rural China.
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