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Trauma, War, Beginning and Rebirth .
Metaphors in the Memorial Reports of the
"10" Anniversary of Wenchuan Earthquake"

Liu Zikun( Wuhan University )
Yan Yan( Renmin University of China)

Abstract ; The present research combined conceptual metaphor theory and corpus analysis to examine
the memorial reports by 52 newspapers on the 10th anniversary of the Wenchuan earthquake. The study finds
that mass media has mainly used war metaphors , family metaphors , orientation metaphors and body metaphors
to construct disaster memorials. In the process of retelling history, the experience of war profoundly affected
people’s thinking and discourse. Family metaphors magnified the natural disasters from one place to the entire
nation , which helps to achieve national identification. The orientation metaphors narrated the ten years’ past-
disaster story into the progressive discourse. The body metaphor completed the reconstruction of the facts from
" suffering" to "rebirth" . In addition, the partial newspaper and commercial newspapers emphasized different
aspects of the disaster. The media catered the grand narrative of the country and strengthened political , cul-
tural and social identity through the use of metaphors.

Key Words: Wenchuan earthquake ; metaphor ; media memory ; trauma
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