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Frame Analysis of Russia Today (RT)’s Reports on YouTube about
Military Conflicts in Syria and Iraq

Tang Runhua (Dalian University of Foreing Languages )

Jiang Yunai (Communi cation University of China)

Abstract: Syria and Iraq are two neighboring countries shared the similar war-ridden fate. In recent years, the situation of
the two countries has been complicated by the rampant spread of extremist organizations and the intervention of extraterritorial
forces. In Syria, Russia gives full supports to the Assad regime in the fight against the Islamic State (ISIS). In Iraq, U.S.-led coali—
tion forces have been working with the authorities to encircle and suppress the terrorists. In recent years, Russia Today (RT) as a
non—western media organization has become quite famous for its sharp reports on significant international events. On YouTube, the
most popular and important video sharing and social media platforms in the world, RT has been publishing large amounts of news
programs. To explore this Russian external publicity flagship strategy, comparing the similarities and differences between news re—
ports about the military conflicts in Syria and Iraq, we compared the characteristics of the sampled programs and conducted com-
prehensive analysis. and in order to strengthen the accuracy of our research, we also performed a detailed framing analysis on the
content of the sampled programs, which is on the basis of meticulous words frequency calculation. Results show that RT attached
greater importance to the reports on military conflicts in Syria, provided more accurate information on the battlefield realities. The
interviewee derives from a wealth of sources and most of them were authority figures. Furthermore, in Cross Talk (RT s most fa—
mous talk show with high prestige), the situation of Syria was completely discussed by professionals. Unsurprisingly, RT had fo—
cused on the military conflicts in Syria and Iraq and made fully coverage and in—depth analysis. Generally speaking, the frame of
RT’s reports on the military conflicts of Syria was more complex, more reliable and persuasive. On the contrary, the frame of RT’s
reports on the military conflicts of Traq was relatively simple. Many of the programs showed war—torn Mosul civilians’ denounce—
ment. Those reports were easy to be filmed, exactly alike and trivial. As to the reason of such situation, we believe it is determined
by the role and function of RT: when it comes to significant events, the flagship media organization must be in tune with the nation—
al government regarding their political stance. Only in this way, can RT or other news media fully promote their country ’s proposi—
tion, establish good national image, and then ensure Russia's victory in the competition with the United States.

Keywords: Russia Today (RT); external publicity flagship media; reports on military conflicts; framing theory
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