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Purchase of “Democracy’: The Labor Value Theory in the New
Media Era

Lii Xinryu (East China Normal University )

Abstract: This article starts with the relationship between violence, terrorism and the market—oriented media. From Weibo
era to WeChat era, it discusses how “democracy” became the biggest business in today’s social hegemonic platform and e—com-
merce’s empire. It describes the contradictions, tensions and paradoxes between the use—value and exchange—value of social me-
dia, as well as the development of two hegemonic modes of social media today: Ali’s “octopus mode” (or “viral” mode) and We-
chat’s “black hole mode ”. The secret of new media ‘s capital accumulation lies in the capitalization of “human beings” itself,
and the reproduction of human creates new useful value. “Human is the sum of all data” reveals the resurgence of Marxism’s la-
bor value theory and the process of “proletarianization” of human beings from the opposite direction. Creative labor in the new me-
dia is also a process of self-selling. The self-digitization of people has become the “big data”. The reproduction process of people
or labors has become the source of surplus value through data. Thorough dataization is the most profound manifestation of “infor-
mation capitalism.” The structural crisis between production (supply), exchange (market) and consumption (demand) that Marx
predicts will arrive in an even severe way.

Keywords: terrorism; the hegemony of the new media;the business of democracy ;labor value theory

Wi B E: 2017-12-07
WEFBAL: B, BRI R 2A e e AR IR K2 E - A R FL g A SCIFgE vt s i 201100,
WEERLE: LR



