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Temporal Focus in Foreign Think Tank Narratives on the
Belt and Road Initiative

Li Xiaoxia ,Liu Yefu( Xiamen University of Technology )

Abstract; As knowledge-producing institutions and ideological actors, think tanks shape particular nar-
rative logics by organizing international events through temporal frameworks. Temporal focus reflects how nar-
rative actors selectively attend to information about the past, present, and future, while cognitive differences
arising from cultural distance may influence information processing and consequently shape temporal narra-
tives. Drawing on texts produced by internationally influential foreign think tanks on the Belt and Road Initia-
tive ( BRI) ,this study examines the mechanisms through which cultural distance affects the temporal focus of
BRI-related narratives. The findings reveal that present focus dominates these narratives, followed by past fo-
cus and future focus. While no significant difference is observed between BRI-participating and non-partici-
pating countries in terms of past focus, think tanks from non-participating countries demonstrate significantly
higher levels of present and future focus than those from participating countries. Cultural distance positively
predicts past and present focus in the narratives of think tanks from non-participating countries , with risk per-
ception exerting a suppression effect on these relationships. In contrast, among participating countries, cultural
distance significantly strengthens future focus, while risk perception does not play a significant role. This stud-
y advances the understanding of how cultural differences shape the temporal construction of think tank narra-
tives and provides a new perspective for examining narrative competition surrounding the Belt and Road Initi-
ative in the international public sphere.

Key words : foreign think tanks;narratives of the Belt and Road Initiative ; temporal focus;cultural dis-

tance ; risk perception

W7 B 85 :2025-12-02

WMEE B e E, JH B T 22 B S G 4E 2B s w2 E 1] 361024
XL Fe BT PR T2 B v SR S AP

WEERE: S



