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Cosmopolitan Becoming ; Positive Empathy in the Intercultural
Reception of Chinese Animated Films among Overseas Audiences

Xiao Jun( Wuhan University )
Zhang Qiyun( Tsinghua University)

Abstract: The global circulation of Chinese animated films has gained significant momentum in recent
years. Compared with the previous overseas dissemination of Chinese-language cinema,Ne Zha 2 can be re-
garded as a media event in the intercultural communication of Chinese animated films. Drawing on theoretical
perspectives of positive affect, positive empathy, and self-transcendence, this study conducts a triangulation
analysis based on overseas audience online comments , interview data,and cinematic images. The findings re-
veal that overseas audiences with open attitudes toward Chinese culture exhibit ten types of positive emotions
in their intercultural reception; interest, excitement, joy, happiness, surprise, gratitude , enthusiasm , inspira-
tion, pride , and vitality. They also develop five forms of positive empathy : empathy with heroic values, empa-
thy with familial and friendship bonds, artistic empathy , multisensory immersive empathy, and humorous em-
pathy. These emotional and empathetic experiences gradually evolve into self-transcendence that originates
from the individual self,relies on interpersonal relationships, extends toward temporal connections, and tran-
scends individual existence and mortality. Such positive empathy among overseas audiences also represents a
process of intercultural transformation. As a medium situated between different cultures, media serve as carri-
ers and channels of cultural exchange, expanding the possibilities of human self-transcendence across cul-
tures. Chinese animated films have generated diverse values for intercultural communication, while overseas
audiences achieve intercultural reception through processes of communication, openness, comparison, and
connection. Positive empathy helps avoid perceiving “my culture” as an exclusive marker of difference. Only
when fragmented , stereotyped , and unfamiliar cultures reflect upon one another through media can a cosmo-
politan world of intercultural meaning be generated.

Key words: Chinese animated films; intercultural reception; positive empathy; cosmopolitanism; Ne

Zha;Demon Child Conquers the Dragon King
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