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Knowledge Production of Age Narratives on Short-Video Platforms

Wang Dongmei( Hubei University of Economics)

Abstract ; Through camera work, editing, music, comments, and platform distribution, short-video plat-
forms transform the passage of life into age-related knowledge that can be viewed and compared. Drawing on
131 videos posted in 2025 on the verified Douyin accounts of Liu Xiaoqing and Zhao Yazhi, together with
eight clusters of representative comments , this study employs comparative case analysis and critical discourse
analysis to examine the mechanisms through which age narratives are produced at the levels of text, discursive
practice , and social practice. The findings show that age-related knowledge is primarily constructed through
the technologically mediated visibility of the body, the folding and reorganization of life-course time, the typi-
fication of aging subjects, and the relational operation of evaluative criteria. Although Liu Xiaoqing’s “action-
based transcendence” and Zhao Yazhi’s “continuity-based timelessness” follow different narrative paths, both
take youthful appearance and displays of vitality as important standards of evaluation. Such narratives expand
the public visibility of middle-aged and older women, but may also contribute to the individualization of re-
sponsibility for aging,the commodification of aging bodies, and the production of age anxiety. On this basis,
the study proposes the concepts of age landscape and age justice to explain the structured distribution of visi-
bility among age representations and to evaluate whether subjects of different ages receive equal recognition
in representation , participation, platform procedures,and the interpretation of knowledge.

Key words ; short-video; age narratives ; knowledge production ;age justice
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