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Constitutive Normative Implications of the Principle of the
Unity of Party Spirit and People Principle

Wang Hanwei ,Dong Jinmeng( Renmin University of China)

Abstract; In the current era of intelligent technology embedded in news production and dissemination,
metrics reflects,to a certain extent,the connection with the masses, yet metrics-oriented thinking has also, to
some degree, affected journalistic practices that adhere to the Unity of Party Spirit and People Principle.
Based on semi-structured interview data from 21 journalists working in mainstream media, the study finds that
the professional identity awareness of Party journalists serves to orient topic selection,to discern the practical
rationale that regulates reporting methods, and to establish benign interaction and connection with the public,
which constitute the triple practical pathways through which mainstream media can implement the Unity of
Party Spirit and People Principle in the metrics age. These pathways are not merely strategic compliance with
existing rules, but rather normative judgments made by journalists driven by their identity recognition. Unlike
regulative norms that operate primarily through external control over the subject, this principle constructs the
practical identity of Party journalists, thereby defining from within what counts as legitimate journalistic prac-
tice. Its constraining force is a retrospective scrutiny grounded in identity, and its normative power does not
fail with changes in technological contexts. Instead, it functions as a constitutive norm. This positioning not
only clarifies the unique political-ethical core of Chinese journalism,but also offers a micro-analytical frame-
work centered on journalists for studying Chinese journalism.

Key words: Principle of the Unity of Party Spirit and People Principle ; mainstream media journalists ;

constitutive norms ; practical unity ; metrics-oriented thinking
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