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From Fangzhen Hegemony to Central-Regional Power Recomposition .
A Study on the Game of Information Dissemination Channels of the
Jinzou Yuan during the Tang-Song Transition

Liv Daming ( Southwest University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract ; During the Tang-Song transition, the Jinzou Yuan emerged as the critical battleground for cen-
tral-regional power contests. This study argues that information channels were not merely administrative tools
but constitutive elements of state authority. In the mid-Tang, Fangzhen transformed their capital Jinzou Yuan
into intelligence hubs, using Zhuangbao to circumvent court oversight. The late Tang collapse accelerated this
fragmentation , with warlords monopolizing the Jinzou Yuan to project autonomous power. The Song founding
reversed this trajectory through systemic reforms: centralizing bulletin production, standardizing transmission
protocols, and subordinating regional clerks to imperial censors. By reconstructing this institutional metamor-
phosis, the article reveals how information governance became the linchpin of Song authoritarian consolida-
tion—a process that redefined imperial sovereignty through communicative discipline rather than mere mili-
tary conquest. This reframes the “Tang-Song transition” as a communicative revolution preceding bureaucrat-
ic rationalization.

Key words: Tang-Song transition; Jinzou Yuan; information transmission; power restructuring;
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