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Cultural Differences between Chinese and Western Social
Media Tourism Sharing

Lin Shengdong ,Yi Yuan( Xiamen University )

Abstract ; Tourism is a kind of physical and mental free experience in a foreign space. Chinese and
western tourists have different social media presentations and imagination; Chinese tourists prefer to show
photos of themselves, but they use less subject “I” in literal expression,while Western tourists show less pho-
tos of themselves and use more first person subjects in text. Chinese tourists show more photos, especially the
nine picture grid, and use more holistic descriptions in terms of text expression, and express their feelings
with the help of poems and songs, while Western tourists release more 1-3 photos, paying more attention to
detailed descriptions, but less attention to China’s “ artistic beauty”. Chinese tourists show more photos of
traveling together with others, more experiential activities of “ pretending to be local” , but Western tourists
show more adventure activities. This article starts with the different body views, time and space views and self
views between China and the West, puts forward research questions, and finally discusses the relationship be-
tween phenomena and ideas through the content analysis of “sharing tourism” on Chinese Microblog and In-
stagram platforms.

Key words: body ; time and space ;self; experience ; adventure
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