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Digital Media Use and Career Choice of Young Boat People.
From Making a Living by Boats to Taking Boating as an Occupation

Leng Nanxi( Nanjing University )

Abstract; With the popularization of digital technology, the oral and experiential transmission of work-
place knowledge has gradually been replaced by standardized and digitalized processes. Digital media use has
become an important variable influence for young people’s career choices, and the relationship between the
two requires further clarification. Self-employed individuals engaged in canal shipping ( referred to as “boat
people” ) constitute the largest group in the current canal workplace. Their career choices have been trans-
formed by digital media use while retaining distinctive characteristics such as heavy-asset operation and living
on board as a permanent residence. Based on a survey of 44 boat people, this study adopts a comparative re-
search perspective and a media theory analytical framework. It aims to elucidate the impact of digital media
use on their career choices and boat people’s acceptance of digital media, and explore the possibility of recur-
sive optimization between the two. The findings reveal that from a diachronic dimension,unlike the older gen-
eration of boat people who made a firm career choice of making a living by boats and whose production and
daily life were unilaterally dominated by limited media forms, young boat people’s career choices exhibit com-
pulsion , temporariness , and variability in taking boating as an occupation, and are predominantly influenced
by digital media use. From a synchronic dimension, the impact of digital media use on young boat people’s
career choices is dual-faceted. In response to their workplace condition characterized by the coexistence of
immediate concerns and long-term anxieties, it is necessary to establish a recursive optimization system with
structured cognition as the prerequisite , adaptive adjustment as the core, and indirect guidance as the supple-
ment.

Key words : digital media use ; career choice ; young boat people ; canal
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