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Research on the Reshaping of Rural Landscapes in Short-Video
Media Practices;: A Case Study of Douyin

Yang Man , Tian Tian , Liv Yuankun( Wuhan University)

Abstract ; The emergence of rural landscape content on short-video platforms in China has become an
important channel for rural self-expression. The theory of the tourist gaze, which emphasizes the departure
from everyday life during travel and the negotiated gaze among subjects, offers a new research perspective for
examining short-video media practices and the reshaping of rural landscapes. This study adopts an online eth-
nographic approach, combining participant observation and in-depth interviews, focusing on representative ru-
ral short-video accounts and their active users,to explore a new analytical perspective on the construction of
rural landscapes. The findings reveal that multiple actors—including online tourists, video creators, and plat-
forms—negotiate and participate in the construction of rural landscapes under the relational mode of intersub-
jectivity. Through artistic purification and the juxtaposition of elements,they produce a composite space with
unique aesthetic value, achieve a mediatized reconstruction of rural landscapes, and drive the spatial produc-
tion and everyday performances of offline villages. Driven by two-way visual power,the spaces of imagination
and reality gradually merge, while rural landscapes in this process become increasingly staged and routin-
ized. This profoundly reflects the productive value of the gaze.

Key words : rural landscape ; short videos ; tourist gaze ; productive power
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