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The Characteristic and Impact of Dibao Readers in Song Dynasty

Wei Haiyan( Hebei University )
Xu Yiming , Yun Haotong ( Liaoning University )

Abstract; In the Song Dynasty, readers can be roughly divided into basic readers and diffuse readers.
The basic readers have fixed divisions and specific assignments, and have the legal right to receive and read,
including the incumbent officials of various departments in the central government, Lus, states, counties, and
towns. Diversified readers get the opportunity to read and report by means of work or relying on interpersonal
relationships, including some retired officials, relatives of officials, Xuli, and intellectuals out of power. Of-
fenders who have not been deprived of sentiment belong to the basic readers, and those who have been de-
prived of sentiment are classified as diversified readers. The number of readers in the Song Dynasty was rela-
tively large, covering the major political and cultural elites of the time. In this respect,the Song Dynasty not on-
ly made it difficult for the Tang and Five Dynasties to catch up with,but also made it impossible for the Yuan,
Ming and Qing to compete with it. The huge number of readers in the Song Dynasty and the stability of con-
sumption power have become the contributing factors for the birth and development of Xiaobao,and their class
characteristics have become the guarantee factor for the improvement of effect of public opinion supervision.

Key Words: Song Dynasty ; Dibao ; basic readers; diffused readers ; Xiaobao tabloid
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