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Characteristics and Value of China’s Seventy-Year
Communication to Africa

Li Yujie( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract ; Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Egypt in 1956, along with
the opening of a Xinhua News Agency branch in Cairo, China’s communication to Africa has traversed a 70-
year history. Resonating with the development of China-Africa relations, China’s media engagement with Afri-
ca has gone through four stages: the initial development stage, the adjustment and transformation stage, the
systematic layout stage, and the strategic vision stage. It has written a narrative that progresses from “ Asia-Af-
rica solidarity” and “league against imperialism and colonialism” to “equality , mutual benefit” and “com-
mon development” , to “ partnership” and “telling China’s stories well”, and further to “a community of
shared future” and “ Global South” , demonstrating significant contemporary value. For 70 years, China’s
communication to Africa has consistently served the overall strategic interests of China’s diplomacy. It has not
only expanded China’s political and economic space and created a favorable international public opinion envi-
ronment for China-Africa cooperation, but also broken through the Western-dominated international communi-
cation system , cultivating non-Western knowledge from the China-Africa perspective ,and promoting the con-
struction of a more just, reasonable and balanced international communication system. More importantly, in
the global historical process of anti-imperialism , anti-colonialism , and anti-hegemony, China’s communication
to Africa transcends nation-states, constructing a China-Africa community from “ Afro-Asian solidarity” to
“Global South” , breaking the old unequal world order and promoting the construction of a new world order of
equality and cooperation. At the same time , China’s communication with Africa faces multiple challenges such
as the African media landscape,the West’s dominant discourse in Africa,and China’s inherent paradigm for
communication with Africa. Moving from “Going Out” to truly “Integrating In” to achieve precise communi-
cation with Africa remains a topic that needs to be continuously explored in the future.

Key words : China’s communication to Africa; Afro-Asian solidarity ; global south ; international commu-

nication system ; world order
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