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The Digital Evolution of the Pattern of Difference Sequence .
Stratification and Power Practices in the Elderly
Interest-based WeChat Groups

Shao Wanxia( South Central Minzu University )

Abstract ; This article takes a senior art troupe and its WeChat group in a Wuhan community as a case
study to explore the extension and evolution of “the Pattern of Difference Sequence” in the digital era. The
research finds that the hierarchical phenomena within the WeChat group perpetuate the “difference” and
“sequence” inherent in the traditional Pattern of Difference Sequence. Group members integrate into the
community through three modes—*communal entry” , “functional entry” and “acquaintance-based entry” —
resulting in a hierarchical differentiation comprising core figures, key members, and ordinary participants.
This differentiation leads members to exhibit distinct forms of power practices. The upper echelons consolidate
their authority through mechanisms such as establishing implicit regulations and monopolizing discourse,
while the lower tiers exhibit selective silence and passive responses due to hierarchical authority and face-
saving concerns. However, such differentiated media practices reconfigure the traditional “Pattern of Differ-
ence Sequence” and its associated power is dynamics. Bonds based on blood and geography in the traditional
pattern are gradually supplemented or even replaced by shared interests and emotional connections, while
power relations shift from explicit institutional structures to implicit psychological identification. This article
reexamines the theoretical evolution of the classic concept of “the Pattern of Difference Sequence” in the
digital context from three aspects : core ties, pattern boundaries , and power practice. It also provides a new ob-
servational perspective for understanding the dynamic changes of social relationships in the elderly digital
communities.

Key words : the Pattern of Difference Sequence ;elderly interest; stratification ; power practices ; WeChat

group
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