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The Warmth of Paper Pages and End-of-Life Narratives.
The* Slow Media” Practice of Printed Memory
Albums in Hospice Care

Shen Qi,Wang Nan( Fudan University )

Abstract; As population aging accelerates, societies are approaching a period of increasing mortality,
making the needs for dignity, meaning, and relational connection in end-of-life care ever more salient.
Through an 18 months of ethnographic fieldwork and in-depth interviews conducted in a hospice care ward,
this study examines how printed memory albums,as a form of “slow media” , facilitate the reconstruction of
relationships and meaning at the end of life. The findings suggest that printed memory albums represent a
shared choice among patients, family members, volunteers, and healthcare professionals who seek a slower
mode of living and caring in the context of end-of-life experiences. Their “slowness” derives not only from the
material qualities of paper media—such as their tangible sense of temporality and enduring spatial pres-
ence—but also from the deliberate deceleration embedded in the collaborative process of album-making,
through which participants pursue deeper and more authentic forms of reflection and communication. The al-
bums help terminally ill patients reaffirm dignity and restore a sense of order in everyday life. They provide
family members with a medium through which grief can be expressed and end-of-life conversations extended,
and they offer other companions and caregivers opportunities for self-reflection and emotional grounding. At
the same time,the conscious decision to refrain from creating memory albums or engaging in life narratives
constitutes an alternative form of slow practice. By extending the concept of“ slow media” from a framework of
cultural critique to one of practical analysis in end-of-life contexts, this study argues that appropriateness,
rather than technological advancement, should serve as the primary criterion for evaluating technologies and
media practices at the end of life.

Key words : hospice care ; printed memory albums ; slow media
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