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Limited Information Games under Institutional Inertia.
Zhu Xi’s Political Strategies and Media Practices in the Song Dynasty

Wei Haiyan( Hebei University )

Abstract ; As a leading figure of the Daoxue faction in the Southern Song Dynasty, Zhu Xi attached great
importance to information conveyed through official newspaper “Dibao” and unofficial newspaper “Xiaobao”
in political contestation. He strategically mobilized such information to enhance the prestige of Daoxue learn-
ing , identify political allies, attack rivals, and mitigate political risks. In doing so,Zhu Xi demonstrated a keen
awareness of several structural problems embedded in the contemporary news circulation system, including
the chronic insufficiency of official news supply, the legal marginalization of unofficial newsletters that con-
strained political feedback, and the political anxiety generated by misinformation and rumor transmission.
However, constrained by the prevailing institutional framework and his own political positioning, Zhu Xi was
unable to advance substantive reforms of the media system. His practices and experiences as a reader and
user of news media reveal that, under the dual constraints of an autocratic political order and political orienta-
tion, political maneuvering alone could not serve as a driving force for the advancement of news communica-
tion in premodern China.

Key words:Zhu Xi; Dibao; Xiaobao ; The Song Dynasty ; political strategy
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