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Fluidity and Symbiosis: A Study on Cultural Identity Adaptation of
Foreign Employees in Overseas Industrial Parks under the
Belt and Road Initiative

Xiong Haoxuan ,Hu Zhengrong ( University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract ; Drawing on fieldwork in a Chinese-invested industrial park in Indonesia, this study examines
Indonesian employees’ cultural identity negotiation. Three intertwined pathways emerge: language acquisi-
tion , which operates instrumentally and symbolically to embed workers in transnational networks ;festival ritu-
als that reconstruct space-time, translate meanings, and generate shared emotional experiences; and digital
platforms that extend sporadic cultural contact into sustained everyday practice. These processes produce two
dynamic identity forms:a “fluid” identity oscillating between participation and withdrawal , and a “symbiot-
ic” identity anchored in local cultural resources while functioning as cross-cultural mediation through inter-
cultural negotiation. The symbiotic form illustrates the openness and generativity of cultural identity as an
outcome of communicative practice, providing empirical grounding for understanding mutual learning among
civilizations.

Key words: Belt and Road Initiative ; foreign employees; cultural identity adaptation ; platform use ; sym-

biosis
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