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Exploring the “ Affection Leading to Connection”
Model in Intercultural Communication :
An Analysis of Overseas Audiences’ Parasocial Interaction
of “ China Travel” Videos

Xin Jing ( Central China Normal University )
Xiong Juan(South China University of Technology)

Abstract: The parasocial interaction facilitated by video-based social platforms has become a crucial
bond connecting intercultural groups in the digital age. Examining the interaction motivations, cognitive ex-
pressions and interactive patterns in such communication is of great significance for enhancing intercultural
communication capacity and promoting the construction of a community with a shared future for mankind.
Employing the grounded theory approach, this study analyzes the English comments under the“ Little Chinese
Everywhere” video series on international social media platform. It constructs the theoretical model of“ affec-
tion leading to connection” for parasocial interactions among intercultural groups, aiming to provide theoretical
references and practical paths for intercultural communication in the digital age. The model consists of four
core dimensions ; authentic appeal establishing the foundation for intersubjective interaction , perceived equali-
ty creating the space for dialogic engagement, life-related empathy weaving emotional connection, and recip-
rocal connectivity fostering a sense of community consciousness. The study indicates that the global communi-
cation of Chinese stories should go beyond superficial visual spectacle attraction and refine the aura of intrin-
sic logic and spiritual value. It advocates the traditional Chinese wisdom of“ affection leading to connection” ,
connecting hearts worldwide through embodied experience , and then actively construct an intercultural shared
meaning space that enables audiences to“ understand not only the what,but also the why”.

Key words: intercultural communication ; parasocial interaction ; international communication; “ China

Travel” videos; “affection leading to connection”
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