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Group Dynamics in Cultural Inheritance . An Empirical
Study Based on an Interest-based Group

Chang Liying ( Hubei Normal University )

Abstract ; Interest-based groups serve as an important platform for cultural inheritance. Through a field
study of the Lichuan Lantern Song Group, this research explores the cultural inheritance of interest-based
groups and their group dynamics mechanisms. The maintenance and development of the group are driven by
the combined effects of cultural identity, individual needs and mainstream discourse. Although the Lantern
Song Group has a loosely-knit structure ,its members maintain close relationships, with Chinese interpersonal
connections and the leader’s personal charisma constituting two key cohesive forces within the group. Driven
by the group’s common goals, the members collect, learn and perform local folk songs of Lichuan, spreading
and innovating them through collective composition to promote the living inheritance of these folk songs. The
group dynamics of interest-based groups mainly exist at three interconnected levels; meaning making at the
individual cognitive level ; group structure shaped by member interactions, group practices and goals that re-
flect platform value. The cultural identity of group members permeates the field of group dynamics, closely
linking individual meaning, group development and social value.

Key words : interest-based group ; cultural inheritance ; group dynamics ; meaning making
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