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The Subjective Practice and Power Negotiation of Digital Hoarding
from the Perspective of Algorithm Domestication

Yan Daocheng , Peng Tianyuan( Hunan Normal University)

Abstract;In the digital age, digital hoarding has evolved from an individual behavior into a typical
media practice. However, traditional research has mostly been confined to the binary framework of “patholog-
ical narrative” or “technological determinism” , failing to fully reveal the complex mechanisms behind it. This
study adopts a qualitative method combining participatory observation and semi-structured interviews, taking
Xiaohongshu , Douyin and Bilibili as digital fields,focusing on the practical logic and meaning construction of
users’ digital hoarding behavior. Research findings show that digital hoarding is not a passive storage behav-
ior, but rather a communication practice in which users actively construct subjectivity in an algorithmic envi-
ronment, specifically manifested in three dimensions; instrumental , emotional , and symbolic. Meanwhile , this
behavior is also a dynamic power negotiation process among “user-algorithm-platform” . However, the expres-
sion of users’ subjectivity is often accompanied by the implicit transfer of power, and the resistance behavior
is also difficult to escape the absorption of technological capitalism, falling into a dual predicament of “em-
powerment and transfer” and “resistance and absorption” . Behind this lies the implicit reproduction of algo-
rithmic power through the commercialization of data and the hegemony of rules. Based on this, this study con-
structs a dialectical domestication model of “three-dimensional interaction + dual-cycle game” , and proposes
to build a dual framework that combines communication empowerment and governance adaptation, with the
aim of providing a new theoretical perspective and practical reference for understanding the complex relation-
ship between “human - technology - capital” in the digital age.

Key words : digital hoarding ; algorithm domestication ; subjectivity practice ; power negotiation
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