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The Socialization Dilemma and Governance of the Second
Generation Left-behind Children in Rural Areas from
a Mediatization Perspective

Zhang Xuelin( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; In the context of the generational transition of migrant workers, the subject of rural left-behind
children has evolved from the first generation to the second generation. The predicament of these children in
terms of their socialization has become increasingly prominent. Drawing on mediatization theory, this study,
based on fieldwork in Hubei, Liaoning , and Guangdong provinces, posits that the socialization dilemma of the
second-generation left-behind children is not merely attributable to the parent-child separation, but rather lies
in the profound integration and systematic reconstruction of their socialization ecosystem by smartphones as
the “meta-medium” . The algorithmic logic and instant feedback mechanism of digital media, intertwined with
social changes such as the disintegration of family structures, urbanization of education, and hollowing out of
communities , present a dual effect of “ compensation” and “alienation” within the three core fields of family,
school and community. The research indicates that digital media has become a key structural force shaping
the socialization paths of rural left-behind children. Therefore , addressing this socialization dilemma necessi-
tates a paradigm shift beyond the traditional “family-centrism” blame model toward a new “mediatization
governance” approach emphasizing multi-stakeholder collaboration. Only through this shift can an inclusive
support system be established to foster the healthy development of rural left-behind children.

Key words : smartphones ; mediatization ; left-behind children ; socialization ; family
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