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The Disciplinary Trajectory and Knowledge Genealogy of Chinese
Advertising Research from a Multidisciplinary Perspective

Huang Heshui , Zhang Qian( Xiamen University )

Abstract ; Based on bibliometric analysis and semantic network analysis, this study systematically exam-
ines the disciplinary trajectory and knowledge genealogy of Chinese advertising research from 1979 to 2023.
The findings indicate that Chinese advertising research has undergone an evolutionary process from rapid
growth to gradual decline. In terms of disciplinary distribution, journalism and communication studies consti-
tute the dominant fields, supplemented by economics and art studies, forming four core knowledge clusters:
advertising effects, advertising management, advertising creativity, and advertising media. The iterative de-
velopment of media technologies has driven the generalization of advertising concepts, promoting a transfor-
mation of the disciplinary knowledge system from multidisciplinary intersection to interdisciplinary integra-
tion. In response to the weakening explanatory power of the traditional concept of “advertising” in the digital
context, this study proposes reconstructing the traditional concepts of advertising through the notion of com-
mercial communication and explores pathways for the integration of the advertising knowledge system within
the context of the New Liberal Arts initiative. These findings provide theoretical insights into how technologi-
cal innovation and disciplinary intersection shape the mechanisms of knowledge production.

Key words: media technology; Chinese advertising; knowledge genealogy; interdisciplinary;

commercial communication
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