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Gatekeeping Emerges .
The Role of Competitive Communication Environments and
Opinion Interaction Thresholds

Li Danmin( East China University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract ; In the context of rapidly developing digital media, the large-scale spread of misinformation has
become a major challenge threatening societal security. In recent years, technology giants such as Meta have
introduced features like Community Notes, aiming to curb misinformation through a model of collective gate-
keeping based on user collaboration. Against this backdrop, it is necessary to revisit the effectiveness of col-
lective gatekeeping. This study employs a NetLogo-based multi-agent simulation to examine how collective
gatekeeping influences the attitudes of misinformation supporters. The results reveal that its effectiveness va-
ries significantly under different conditions of competitive communication and thresholds for opinion interac-
tion. When misinformation is dominant and the opinion threshold is high, collective gatekeeping is more effec-
tive in reducing both the proportion of misinformation supporters and extremist supporters. A neutral majority
contributes to decreasing the overall number of supporters, while a neutral minority is more effective in reduc-
ing the share of extremists. Moreover, the influence of the competitive communication environment on collec-
tive gatekeeping is moderated by the opinion interaction threshold. At low and medium thresholds, variations
in the communication environment produce greater effects on gatekeeping outcomes. Overall , the capacity of
collective gatekeeping to curb misinformation is highly dependent on specific contexts. Therefore , misinforma-
tion governance should adopt a multi-pronged strategy that integrates collective gatekeeping with other debun-
king mechanisms to improve overall efficacy.

Key words : misinformation ; information governance ;simulation
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