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Analogy , Mapping, and Discounting .
Political Narratives in the Age of AI-Driven Deepfakes

Guan Tianru , Guo Wenhui( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; In the contemporary digital sphere , deepfake technology is profoundly reshaping political real-
ity and public cognition. This study examines a specific phenomenon on the Chinese video platform Bilibili,
Al-generated face-swapping videos that embed Western political figures into scenes from Chinese historical
dramas. Drawing upon the theoretical framework of analogical reasoning and employing a multimodal dis-
course analysis, this paper identifies five distinct types of historical narratives that correspond to and are used
to interpret contemporary geopolitical events. These narratives reveal a “heterotopian” imagination of global
politics among Chinese netizens. The politically charged analogies , constructed through both surface-level and
deeper structural similarities, serve a dual purpose. They effectively facilitate the production of political
knowledge and lower the cognitive threshold for understanding complex issues. However, the study also high-
lights significant risks. The parodic and satirical nature of these deepfakes can lead to message discounting,
where the political message is weakened by its humorous presentation. Furthermore , the inherent ambiguities
of analogical reasoning can increase the potential for misinterpretation and the dissemination of misinforma-
tion. This research provides a detailed analysis of how deepfake-driven historical narratives both enable politi-
cal engagement and introduce significant communicative risks, contributing to a deeper understanding of Al’s
impact on political discourse and public opinion.

Key words : deepfake ; analogical reasoning; political knowledge ; message discounting
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