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The Persistence of “Aura” ;A Study on the Cultural Practices of
Vinyl Revival in the Digital Media Ecology

Wu Wenhan ,Luo Peijie( Communication University of Zhejiang)

Abstract: As the quintessential “work of art” in the age of mechanical reproduction, vinyl records cap-
tured the sonic aura of an era. Entering the 21st century, society witnessed the decline of analog media epito-
mized by vinyl. Yet, amidst the accelerating expansion of the digital media ecology, they have not vanished
but gained renewed prominence. Drawing on Raymond Williams’ concept of residual culture , this study adopts
the notion of “residual media” to examine vinyl’s resurgence in digital contexts. Through qualitative re-
search , it investigates cultural preservation within specific communities and presents the cultural practices of
four distinet groups:idol supporters, record collectors, audiophiles, and novice enthusiasts. Findings reveal
that the former three established groups, having cultivated intimate “embodied” connections with records,
actively participate in vinyl’s textual construction and reproduction via purchasing and collecting practices.
Novice enthusiasts, conversely, are shaped by dominant cultural narratives that incorporate and reinterpret
vinyl’s symbolic value. These insights disrupt nostalgic media discourses, unveiling the dynamic persistence of
residual media in the digital age , while offering a symbiotic perspective for understanding media ecologies in
the Al era.

Key words : residual media;vinyl records;digital media ecology ; materiality
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