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Understanding Othering .
Research Landscape, Conceptual Extension, and the Key Link

Lin Chuan( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; Othering involves numerous disciplines and concrete social practices. Through bibliometric
analysis, research has found that studies on othering exhibit three thematic orientations: “the generation and

”» o«

refutation of the concept of the Other” , “the production and dissemination of discourse about the Other” , and
“the differential treatment of the Other in practice. ” Through close reading of the literature, three core links
of the othering phenomenon have been extracted; the conceptual link, the discursive link, and the practical
link, and constructs an overall framework for understanding othering based on these links. The research de-
fines the connotation of othering from the perspective of the Other as “the process by which certain subjects
passively or actively become the Other relative to specific objects within specific contexts. ” This process con-
tains complex power relations, and its value attributes need to be judged according to specific contexts. Some
forms of othering, such as othering as resistance, or self-othering that rejects assimilation to maintain alterity,
possess positive significance to a certain extent. The discursive link is key to constructing the identity of the
Other. It labels others as the Other within communicative spaces, and also enables such labeling to be estab-
lished , disseminated , and solidified throughout the communication process, even forming corresponding cul-
tures. Difference does not naturally constitute the Other, and intense othering relations may also form among
those who are similar. Possible approaches to dissolving the negative effects of othering can be sought through
the dialectical relationships between others and the Other, and between identity-based interactions and sub-
ject—based interactions.

Key words : othering ; the Other;discourse ; difference ; de-othering
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