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A Study on Constructing a Path of Benign Digital Integration
for the Elderly from the Perspective of the Ethic of Care

Wu Wenying ( Dalian University of Technology)
Guan Shenghua( Nanjing University )

Abstract:In the context of digital migration, people’ s life-worlds are increasingly expanding into or
even shifting toward digital spaces. Although the ongoing Digital China initiative has profoundly accelerated
the digital transformation of everyday life, various digitally disadvantaged groups persist. In particular, the in-
tergenerational divide and widespread longevity make the digital inclusion of older adults a matter of special
concern. While achieving self-worth and the pursuit of happiness are fundamental rights of the elderly, their
inherent vulnerability warrants the provision of care. The ethic of care, represented by Nel Noddings, which
emphasizes relation, sets out a series of prerequisites for the formation of caring relation, including the en-
counter between the carer and the cared-for and the carer’s response to the cared-for’s needs. Digital migra-
tion both broadens and relocates the domains in which caring relations can form, and thus the ethic of care of-
fers a fresh lens through which to reconsider older adults’ digital existence and to elucidate the motivations
and strategies for promoting their inclusion. From this theoretical standpoint, fostering the positive integration
of older adults into digital environments requires action along three interrelated dimensions; constructing
spaces for encounter, mobilizing collective support, and identifying genuine needs.

Key words: the ethic of care;digital divide ;digital inclusion
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