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The Practical Logic of Journalistic Production and Communication
Guided by the “Mass Line” and the Evolution of Mass Subjectivity

Ma Yuhan( China Petroleum Daily)

Abstract ; The people-centered nature is an essential attribute of Marxism. During the Yan’an period , the
Communist Party of China innovatively introduced the journalistic concept and working methods of the “Mass
Line,” establishing a comprehensive “subject-process-outcome” practical framework through three dimen-
sions ; empowering the masses to participate in news production, restructuring the dissemination process, and
fostering a sense of political community identity. By examining the practical activities of the Communist Party
of China in revolutionary journalism from the reorganization of Liberation Daily in 1942 to the founding of the
People’s Republic of China in 1949, this study argues that the practical logic of Mass Line-guided news com-
munication begins with a people-centered value orientation, adapts to the media ecology of the revolutionary
base areas,and constructs a two-way interactive communication system. Through a series of institutional and
practical innovations, it achieved the organization of communication networks, effectively facilitating grassroots
mobilization. Ultimately, it promoted the transformation of the masses from individual awakening to collective
political identity. This media practice essentially accomplished social mobilization for modern state-building
through a revolutionary restructuring of news production relations.

Key words: Mass Line;news production ; subjectivity ; audience-as-subject
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