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Visual Rebirth: A Study Of Multimodal Cross-cultural
Metaphor Translation in Chinese Canonical Texts

Song Hongli, Zhao Zhiheng ( Zhengzhou University of Light Industry)

Song Yugian( Communication University of China)

Abstract: As a core cognitive carrier of civilizational genes, Chinese canonical texts achieve cross-cul-
tural communication through the creative translation of deep metaphorical systems. This study takes the Eng-
lish-subtitled YouTube short video China in the Classics: The Book of Documenis as its research object and
follows the analytical thread of “ cognitive structure-cross-cultural adaptation-modal realization. ” Integrating
the Great Chain of Being metaphor theory, conceptual integration theory, and visual rhetoric, the study con-
structs a progressive analytical framework that extends from textual metaphor identification to multimodal
translation , aiming to reveal the mechanism of “visual rebirth” of classical metaphors in digital media. Using
the Metaphor Identification Procedure ( MIP) ,the study identifies the chained metaphorical structure of The
Book of Documents—“ Heaven’s Mandate-Sovereign-Minister-People as Root” —and finds that it centers on
the concept of Hehe ( from Chinese hehe , meaning “harmony-unity” ) , which forms an integrative schema in-
tertwining cosmic order, political ethics, and people-oriented thought. Anchored in the Hehe value system and
grounded in its cognitive schema,the study proposes the principle of Hehe Translation, which transcends the
paradigmatic constraints of traditional translation theories such as domestication/foreignization, functional
equivalence ,and cultural hybridity. Derived from this principle, the cross-cultural translation framework of
“semantic synergy , modal complementarity , and structural synaesthesia” emphasizes Chinese cultural subjec-
tivity and cognitive resonance, achieving the regeneration of meaning and affective empathy through multimo-
dal collaboration. Based on FILMIP analysis, the study further shows that the Book of Documents short video
transforms traditional political ideals into globally intelligible , perceptible ,and empathetic discourses through
mechanisms of symbolic representation, spatial mediation, and embodied perception. The principle of Hehe
Translation thus not only reveals a creative pathway for the digital transformation of Chinese classics but also
provides a feasible theoretical and methodological paradigm for advancing Chinese narratives toward global
expression and civilizational dialogue.

Key words; Chinese canonical texts ; China in the Classics ;the Book of Documents ; Hehe (tharmony-uni-

ty) translation; multimodal cultural metaphor;visual rebirth
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