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Play Together and Harmony .
The Reshaping of Intergenerational Relationships through
Digital Gaming Practice and Its Implications

Wang Chaoyang , Wang Runyu( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; Digital game is an important component and a typical representative of digital culture indus-
try. The intergenerational digital gaming practice emphasizes the influence of digital age on intergenerational
game interaction. Through in-depth interviews and textual analysis of 20 parents and children from 16 fami-
lies, the study explores the influence of intergenerational digital gaming practice on intergenerational rela-
tions. It is found that this kind of game practice provides a platform for intergenerational interaction, and pro-
motes emotional comfort and close relationship reconstruction. The practice temporarily shelved the traditional
power structure of the family, and realized the renewal of power boundaries and the reconstruction of equal
relations. Under equal conditions, game practice becomes an interactive ritual , forming a common style inher-
itance relationship. Through game practice, both sides of the generation acquire and exchange emotional ener-
gy, reach common meaning and expand identity relationship. In addition, the practice of family intergenera-
tional digital games also symbolizes family harmony, which not only helps the social integration and self-regu-
lation of the children,but also enhances the social status of the parents and promotes their continuing sociali-
zation and promote their integration in the digital society. As a ritual family cultural activity, the practice of
intergenerational digital games not only reshapes intergenerational relations, but also contributes to the con-
struction of an age-inclusive society.

Key words : intergenerational digital gaming practices in families ; intergenerational relationships ; resha-

ping relationships ; bidirectional socialization
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