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Top 18 Terms with the Strongest Citation Bursts

Terms Year Strength Begin End 2004 - 2024
conflict management 2004 148 2004 2010 —
content analysis 2010 231 2010 2014 —
china rise 2012 1.25 2012 2013 —
beying olympics 2012 1.25 2012 2013 —
soft power 2013 4.1 2013 2016 —
discourse analysis 2013 1.48 2013 2016 ——
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hong kong 2005 258 2017 2019 —
chinese internet 2017 1.6 2017 2021 —
chinese media 2009 1.57 2017 2020 —
china-africa relations 2009 1.25 2019 2020 —
comparative research 1018 3.16 20200 2021 —
chinese international students 2020 1.42 2020 2022 —
artificial inteligence 2021 1.88 2021 2024 —
belt and road mnitiative 2021 1.84 2021 2024 —
social media 2012 343 2022 2024 —
critical discourse analysis 2006 234 2022 2024 —
big data J016 1.23 2022 2024 —
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Who Cares about China and What Do They Focus on;.
The Intellectual Landscape and Critical Reflections on
China Studies in International Communication Research

Wang Dake ,Zhang Ruyan ,Li Bengian( Shanghai Jiao Tong University )

Abstract; Against the backdrop of evolving global academic paradigms, the patterns of international
communication academia’s engagement with China constitute a crucial perspective for understanding the
transformation of communication knowledge systems. This study employs CiteSpace visual analysis tool to ex-
amine 1426 China-related research articles indexed in the Web of Science Core Collection from 2004 to
2024 , establishing a dual-dimensional analytical framework addressing “who studies China” and “what gets
studied”. The analysis reveals a tripartite evolutionary trajectory in international communication scholarship
on China;from Western-centric comparative frameworks during the initial exploratory phase(2004—2008) ,
to growing attention to digital ecosystems in the steady development phase (2009—2015) , to theoretical inno-
vation attempts in the rapid advancement phase (2016—2024 ). The research community has formed a multi-
layered knowledge production network dominated by the U. S. -U. K. -Australia axis with active Asia-Pacific
participation , reflecting the global knowledge production power structure’s transition from a “unicentric” to a
“polycentric” configuration. Thematic priorities have shifted from traditional cultural-political domains to dig-
ital communication spheres, predominantly focusing on social media, political communication, and cultural
soft power. Methodological diversification demonstrates computational communication research’s challenge and
reconstruction of traditional paradigms.

Key words: international communication academia; Chinese communication studies; knowledge map-

ping ; bibliometric analysis ; internationalization of communication research
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