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Problems and Paths: Research on the Construction of an Autonomous
Knowledge System of International Communication

Fang Xingdong ,He Ke( Zhejiang University)
Li Yanqing ( Huaqgiao University )

Abstract; The current global knowledge system for international communication is rooted in the mass
communication paradigm of the Industrial Age, originating from the economic and social context of Europe
and gradually taking shape in the United States in the mid-20th century. As the digital age deepens, the forms
of international communication practice become more and more diverse and diverse. The limitations of the ex-
isting knowledge system are becoming more apparent, and it faces six prominent tensions;a widening gap be-
tween theory and contemporary practice ; value conflicts between realist and idealist approaches;the separa-
tion of top-down international communication and bottom-up cross-cultural communication ; imbalances be-
tween“ East-West” and “ South-North” practices and theories ; insufficient intersectionality , complexity, and in-
terdisciplinarity ;and a disconnect between international communication and the broader trajectory of human
civilization. These tensions hinder the system’s capacity to respond effectively to the evolving communication
landscape. The construction of a Chinese autonomous knowledge system for international communication at
the level of concepts, vision and methods has significant contemporary relevance and historical opportunity. In
this context,the paper argues that new knowledge system of international communication should take the reso-
lution of these tensions as a point of departure and transform them into an endogenous force for theoretical in-
novation—cultivating problem-awareness through practical experience, breaking free from path dependency
through interdisciplinary integration, and expanding theoretical imagination through the lens of civilizational
relations—thereby advancing the construction of an open, inclusive, dynamically evolving Chinese autono-
mous knowledge system for international communication that embodies the spirit of the commons and posses-
ses a strong capacity to respond to global challenges.

Key words: international communication ; autonomous knowledge system; commons; community with a

shared future for mankind
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