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The Generative Logic and Dilemma of the Core Concept
“Figuration” in Mediatization Theory

Wang Hao( East China Normal University )

Abstract ; Mediatization theory has long been regarded as a powerful framework for interpreting contem-
porary media realities and has garnered significant attention in Chinese communication studies. This paper
critically engages with Andreas Hepp and Nick Couldry’s strand of mediatization theory by focusing on its
core concept of “Figuration” ( xinggou in Chinese) . In doing so, it responds to the prevalent tendency in do-
mestic scholarship to adopt this theory uncritically, overlooking its limited theoretical utility due to a lack of
systematic critique and contextual evaluation. The study finds that although the concept of figuration , through
its emphasis on relational frameworks, actor constellations, and communicative practices, aims to account for
the deep entanglement of media and social transformation, it ultimately suffers from several theoretical short-
comings. These include conceptual ambiguity, inadequate attention to conflictual dynamics and power strug-
gles,and an over-simplification of media environments and their contextual specificities. As a result, the
framework falters in both synchronic and diachronic analyses, weakening its intended contributions to com-
plexity , innovation, and critique. The paper concludes that the social-constructivist variant of mediatization
theory remains entangled in broader theoretical contradictions and has yet to develop a robust analytical foun-
dation. Its core concepts, particularly figuration, require further refinement and adaptation through engage-
ment with localized empirical contexts.

Key words : mediatization ; figuration ; media theory ;social construction
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