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The Embedding of Communication Rhetoric as a
Generative Apparatus of Risk Ontology .
A Case Study of Media Reports on Telecom
Fraud In Northern Myanmar

Jiang Hongwei, Yuan Meng( University of Shanghai for Science and Technology )

Abstract: How Risk Functions as a “Processual Existence” in communication transforms communica-
tion rhetoric from a traditional “Discourse Analysis Tool” into a “Theoretical Lens for Risk Production” ?
This study, grounded in an ontological perspective ,redefines the “risk ontology” as the dynamically genera-
ted “risk state” within communication. Utilizing Professor Liu Tao’s theoretical framework of the “four major
problem domains” in communication rhetoric and taking coverage of fraud in northern Myanmar as a case
study , it analyzes how rhetoric evolves from a coding tool into a production apparatus for the risk ontology.
Driven by diverse rhetorical motivations, rhetoric generates “visible universal risks. ” Rhetorical situations
and grammar co-construct the “embodied perception of risk,” while rhetorical criticism articulates deep-
seated social crises,thereby constructing a closed loop of “risk cognition. ” This process propels the risk state
through an evolutionary path of “disembedding-emotionalization-socialization. ” Specifically, systematic the-
matic nesting builds self-reinforcing risk cognition networks. The synergistic activation of linguistic functions
forms a complete circuit of meaning. The self-reflexive evolution of metaphorical systems catalyzes secondary
risks. Collectively,these mechanisms elevate risk are beyond concrete experience, transforming it into a dis-
cussible, perceptible , and resonant social crisis. Consequently , rhetoric becomes the cognitive infrastructure of
the risk reality.

Key words: communication rhetoric; risk ontology; risk society; risk perception; metaphor
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