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How Can Fantasy Illuminate Reality .
An Examination of the Imaginary Media Based on
Science Fiction Films

Li Xinlan( Southwest University of Political Science and Law)
Xu Lixia( Minnan Normal University )

Zhou Ren( Shanghai Normal University )

Abstract ; Science fiction films feature numerous imaginary media. Media archaeology has called these
media “Imaginary Media”. Most of the existing studies follow Zielinski’s research approach,and summarize
the types of Imaginary Media from the perspective of the distance between imaginary and reality. However, i-
maginary media archaeology does not primarily emphasize materiality , but focuses on the significance of tech-
nical imagination and discourse practice, with the aim of enlightening the reality of media. Therefore, it is
necessary to move beyond previous perspectives, and analyze Imaginary Media from the viewpoint of the sym-
biotic relationship between media / technology and humans / society. By collecting and categorizing Imagi-
nary Media from science fiction films, common types can be identified as the following; Imaginary Media for
creating spectacles, Imaginary Media for communicating with the other, Imaginary Media for transcending
space and time, Imaginary Media for acting the spirit, Imaginary Media for enhancing the body and Imaginary
Media as media of abundance. Imaginary Media are not pure imagination but exist between reality and fanta-
sy. As a third cat egory of media equally important as old and new media, Imaginary Media actively partici-
pates in mutual re—mediation relationships among different media forms. Imaginary Media combines the exist-
ing media and media desires, constructing a non-linear logic of media development. Imaginary Media reveals
the limitations of the previous media views. Through the interaction of imagination and reality, humans,
media and society extend and integrate with each other, promotingthe development of the deep mediatization.

Key words : Imaginary Media;science fiction films;media archaeology ; deep mediatization
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