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The “ Southern Turn” in Global Climate Communication
from the Perspective of Strategic Narratives

Shi Anbin , Tang Jingwei( Tsinghua University )

Abstract: In the face of the pressing challenges posed by climate change, climate communication in the
Global South is increasingly demonstrating its potential to challenge the dominant Western narratives. This
paper examines the “Southern turn” in climate journalism through the lens of strategic narrative theory—sys-
tem, policy, and identity narratives—using content analysis and LDA topic modeling to explore emerging nar-
rative practices. Findings show that system narratives in the Global South reconstruct the structure and power
dynamics of global climate governance through indigenous storytelling and climate justice. Policy narratives
highlight the necessity and feasibility of climate action via multi-dimensional linkages and solution-oriented
frames. Identity narratives promote a climate communication community through South-South cooperation and
South-North collaboration. These strategic narratives form a cognitive-practical-normative cycle, offering in-
sights for China’s participation in global climate communication. China is encouraged to deepen South-South
cooperation by enhancing nodal communication, sharing narrative strategies, and investing in communication
infrastructure , so as to build an autonomous climate narrative system and the new global communication or-
der.

Key words: climate journalism;global south ;strategic narratives ; south-south cooperation ;climate justice
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