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Pre-Qin Confucianism’s Idea of Fame Spreading and Its
Contemporary Enlightenment

Xiao Jincao( Wuhan University )

Abstract ; Fame is an very important media for communication in new media era, but the research on the
idea of fame spreading is not deep. The teachings of Confucius regarding fame have a profound impact on how
Chinese people perceive and propagate fame. By revisiting the classical texts of pre-Qin Confucianism, partic-
ularly the Analects we gain insights into the pre-Qin Confucian attitude towards fame. It emphasizes the im-
portance of seeking fame in moderation, discourages the pursuit of empty and superficial fame, and rejects the
notion of extraordinary and mystical religious fame. Instead ,fame is regarded as more than just a mere tool.
The intrinsic qualities of fame,such as the “studiousness” and the “virtue,” are emphasized, while the sig-
nificance of external factors like lineage and social status is diminished. A hierarchical spectrum of fame is
established , with “virtue” as its core, encompassing the “sage” “benevolent person” virtuous person”
“gentleman” “the petty person” “flatterer” and “ pseudo-sage of the village”. Adherence to political and
ethical norms, known as the “observance of rites,” is highly valued as a means to maintain one’s fame. Del-
ving into the materials found in the Analects,we discover that the dissemination of Confucian fame involves
various mediums, including celebrities as symbols, productive texts, and interpretive groups. This combination
of the “three-in-one” is frequently observed in cultural communication , exerting multidimensional influences
on the practice of fame propagation. The pre-Qin Confucianists did not regard fame as only a tool , but focused
on “reality” and virtue,which had certain enlightenment for understanding and avoiding the alienation phe-
nomenon in the spread of fame.

Key words: the Analects ; pre-Qin Confucianism ; fame ; spreading of fame ; media
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