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Visible and Invisible; The Masculine Practices in the Popularization
of Female-Oriented Community Platforms under Technological Gaze

Li Na,Han Shanshan( Hebei University )

Abstract; In the era of deep mediatisation, the behavioral logic and values of community platforms are
intricately intertwined with the everyday lives of the public. Digital technology provides a postmodern seman-
tic field for negotiating gender issues. This research employs a mixed-method approach integrating participato-
ry observation and in-depth interviews to focus on the masculine practices in the popularization of female-ori-
ented community platform Xiaohongshu, and explores how technological infrastructure interacts with gender
order and power relations. The study reveals that the female-oriented community , embodying the imagination
of gender equality, generates diverse masculinities such as hegemonic, knowledgeable, perfect gentleman,
lady’s man, house husband and stay-at-home dad. This represents a complex practice of inheriting , compromi-
sing, liberating, flowing, and negotiating traditional gender orders, and it is also a “gender performance” or-
chestrated by the collusion of consumerism and technological governance. Community platforms, acting as a
controlling force , form a “device-oriented” technological gaze ,which includes algorithmic gaze ,identity gaze,
symbolic gaze,social gaze,and circle gaze. These platforms become arenas for the competition of technology,
capital , culture , power, and roles, possessing the ability to empower, connect, and dominate. Understanding
the “technology-gender” and “gender equality” issues requires insight into the interactive roles of various
actors in the construction of gender orders, acknowledging the diverse constraints and complex practices in
platform societies.

Key words : community platform ; masculinity ; technological gaze ; gender order; masculine practices

W75 B 85 :2024-04-12

WEERA. S W6 Wb R0 #2202 s WL 2 071000
TSR, ATk R 2 B AT R 2 B

BEERE. R



