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Negotiating Subjectivity and Instrumentality .
The Reconfiguration of Online Literary Authorship in the Age of Al

Yan Qing , Huang Siyu( Jinan University )

Abstract ; Generative artificial intelligence is profoundly transforming the field of textual creation, partic-
ularly by opening new pathways for human-Al collaboration in online literature. In this context, Al is primari-
ly employed in material preparation, core writing processes, and emotional support. However, the synergistic
development of platforms and technologies poses significant challenges to the identity of online literature crea-
tors. Those who resist Al express concerns over the erosion of creative subjectivity, the decline of literary
quality , and the shrinking of their professional space—reflecting a deep-seated anxiety and attachment to tra-
ditional authorial roles. In contrast, creators who embrace Al focus on its potential to enhance efficiency and
actively attempt to adapt and reconstruct their identities within this new technological environment. Increas-
ingly , creators are shifting from traditional authorship toward hybrid roles such as content strategists and prod-
uct designers. This fluidity of identity exemplifies the ongoing tension between subjectivity and instrumentali-
ty. This study explores how such tensions reshape creators’ identities in multiple dimensions , offering new per-
spectives on the evolving subjectivity of digital labor in the age of Al,and expanding the theoretical bounda-
ries of digital humanities and technology ethics.

Key words : online literature ; AIGC ; digital labor ;identity ; human-ATl co-creation
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